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MY  C ITY* :  BR ISTOL
OUR VERY OWN BRISTOLIAN, LOTTIE STOREY, TAKES US ON A TOUR  
OF WHAT’S POSSIBLY BRITAIN’S COOLEST CITY…



  

1  The elegant pastel-
coloured houses of 
Bristol's Georgian 
Royal York Crescent  
2  A trip in The 

Matthew, a replica of 
the boat in which John 
Cabot discovered 
Newfoundland in 1497, 
is a fun way of 
appreciating the city's 
waterside setting 
3  Sittin' on the dock  

of the bay Bristol-style, 
outside the Arnolfini 
art gallery 
4  Guaranteed to raise a 

smile, Bristol's Balloon 
Fiesta in August is a 
captivating event
5  The best cheese 

toasties in town are  
at French bistro  
Bar Buvette

*There’s no better way to get to the heart of a city 
than through the people who live there. Every 
month, we ask someone, clearly in love with their 
city, to take us on a personal tour and tell us what 
makes it so special. You may feel inspired to visit 
one day or to rediscover the charms of a city  
closer to you, but for now just sit back, relax  
and enjoy some armchair travel.

How long have you lived in Bristol? 
I’m Bristolian born and bred, which often surprises 
people as I don’t have that trademark West Country 
accent. Apart from three years away at university  
and a short stint living in London, Bristol’s been  
my home for nearly 40 years.

Tell us what you love about living there.
Its size. Bristol is the eighth largest city in the UK, 
meaning you get the culture and buzz of a big city, but 
it's still very manageable. And if you ever feel you're 
tiring of Bristol, one of the many festivals celebrating 
music, food, theatre or film should perk you up. 

What is the city like in July? 
July is one of Bristol’s busiest months. The city’s huge 
student population may have migrated home for the 

summer (making it possible to buy a sandwich at 
lunchtime – a rarity during term time) but they’re 
replaced by families visiting the museums and art 
galleries. The annual Harbour Festival also brings 
thousands of visitors, both locals and tourists, who 
gather at the water’s edge to see the boats, listen to  
live music, eat street food and enjoy the spectacular 
fireworks after dark. 

What time of day do you most enjoy?
Summer is a good time to get up and about early, 
particularly during the annual International Balloon 
Fiesta in August, when the best views of the 6am mass 
ascents are from one of the hillside parks. 

How is it for parks and green spaces? 
We’re spoilt for choice in Bristol, with pockets of green 
around every corner, all filled in summer with 

LOTTIE STOREY 
Our digital editor Lottie writes for 

magazines and blogs and began her 
own, oysterandpearl.co.uk, in 2005. 
Since then she's had two children, 

renovated a house, co-founded a branch 
of the Women's Institute and spent  

a lot of time on Instagram  
@lottie_storey 
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picnickers lazing and loafing about. Brandon Hill is 
just off Park Street (one of the main shopping streets) 
and has grassy hillsides just right for rolling down, a 
kids’ playground, a wildlife area, plus it’s home to Cabot 
Tower, which has fantastic city views. Back on the 
ground, look out for Vee Double Moo, a converted 
campervan selling locally produced ice creams. 

Where’s your favourite outdoor space? 
I love the Royal Fort Gardens where I used to sledge  
as a child. It’s a hidden gem, part of the University of 
Bristol (but open to the public). Now, it features an 
amazing piece of mirrored public art. 

Can you describe the light and colours of your city?
Magic hour in the summer really is magical, with the 
sandstone of our Georgian architecture turning 
honey-hued as the sun sets, creating long shadows and 
breathtakingly beautiful scenes around every corner. 
With so many bars clustered around the waterfront, 
it’s a classic place to meet friends and drink al fresco 
until it’s too chilly to stay outside. The Arnolfini art 
gallery is on the corner of the harbour, where people 
sit and drink in the sun, legs dangling over the side. 

What are the people like? 
Bristol’s neighbourhoods attract different types of 
people – Clifton is picturesque and it’s here you’ll find 
the posh set; Southville is home to Bristol’s first 
elected mayor as well as the annual street art festival, 
Upfest (although hipster hangout Stokes Croft is 
where most of the famous street art is found). Try 
Montpelier, including the shops along Picton Street, 
for an alternative vibe, and the annual carnival in St 
Pauls is a not-to-be-missed summer spectacle.  

Where are your favourite places to meet friends?
The River Station is a classic place to meet in summer – 
its terrace overlooking the water makes it a top spot for 
a sundowner. And Bar Buvette brings French bistro 
eating and drinking to Bristol. Go there for unusual 
wines and peerless cheese toasties in a chic setting.

It’s becoming a real foodie city, isn’t it? 
Bristol doesn’t hold back when it comes to brilliant 
places to eat. One of the city’s two Michelin-starred 
restaurants, Casamia, has recently found a new home 
down by the harbourside and really lives up to the 
hype. Elsewhere, many of the city’s supper clubs have 
proved so popular they’ve evolved into permanent, 
bricks-and-mortar restaurants. Tapas is ubiquitous, 
but if you want the best then try Bravas, whose staff 
take a Spanish sabbatical for a month each year. 
Bristol’s bakeries are second to none – I like Hart’s 

“With so many bars clustered around the 
waterfront, it's a classic place to meet friends”
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1  Spanning the Avon 
Gorge, the Clifton 
Suspension Bridge  
is Bristol's most  
iconic landmark
2  Covetable 

homewares at chic 
interiors emporium  
Dig Haüshizzle  
3  The view over Bristol 

from Brandon Hill
4  Now you see me… 

mirror art at Royal  
Fort Gardens
5  Tasty treats at The 

Stock Exchange Bakery

Bakery in the arches below Temple Meads station for 
fabulous pastries and excellent coffee, or The Stock 
Exchange Bakery in the old city for psychedelic 
rainbow bagels and cherry bakewells.

What’s your favourite way to get around?
Biking is getting more popular, but Bristol’s hills are a 
bit off-putting, though they do mean that you’re 
rewarded with breathtaking views when you least 
expect them. The city is built on an estuary (though it’s 
still considered coastal because of the tides) and the 
regular harbour ferries are a good alternative. Being 
on the water gives a fresh perspective. 

What types of shop do you most like to visit? 
I love Bristol’s unusual shops most of all. Christmas 
Steps is a street that reminds my son of Diagon Alley in 
Harry Potter, with a quaint selection of Victorian shop 

fronts and peculiar window displays. Dig Haüshizzle 
is a darkly elegant emporium of interesting interiors, 
and, further up the hill, Bloom and Curll is one of the 
last independent bookshops in the city. 

Where do you like to escape to? 
Ashton Court is just on the outskirts of the city, 
marking the zone between town and country, a good 
choice for a yomp through the woods or a ramble 
around the rose garden. And a peculiar little miniature 
railway up at the top of the estate runs on certain 
weekends in the summer. 
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1  Stationery lovers will 
want to spend some 
serious time in 
Papersmiths in Clifton 
2  Delicious food and 

coffee at Mockingbird
  3  Picton Street in 
Montpelier, one of 
Bristol's many  
colourful quarters

3

Tell us one of the best-kept secrets about Bristol? 
The tiled foyer of the Central Library. Turquoise  
glass mosaic adorns the vaulted walls and ceiling, 
while the floor is marble. It’s gloriously opulent,  
with chandeliers hanging down and that telltale  
dusty book smell. 

Where would you recommend somebody stay if they 
were visiting your city?
Number Thirty Eight is the city’s most beautiful 
guesthouse. Set in a Georgian townhouse overlooking 
the Downs (more than 400 acres of parkland in the 
north of the city), this hotel’s six bedrooms are 
charmingly beautiful and serene. Bristol’s Hotel du 
Vin is a more central option, located in a series of 
converted sugar warehouses. 

Where would you like to live if not live here?
My roots are in Bristol, my family is here and my kids 
know it as home. It’s inconceivable that we’d ever 
leave. But I’ve always had a hankering to live in Paris, 
so that’s where I’d head. For a while, anyway.

FAVOURITE SHOP
Papersmiths
Stationery addicts will love Papersmiths with 
its impeccable selection of fountain pens, 
design magazines and kids’ books.  
papersmiths.co.uk

FAVOURITE GALLERY
Bristol Museum and Art 
Gallery
The art gallery is often forgotten in favour of 
the museum, with its Victorian taxidermy and 
gypsy caravan. But it’s worth visiting for its 
carefully chosen exhibitions.  
bristolmuseums.org.uk

FAVOURITE CAFÉ 
Mockingbird 

This light, bright café is the place to go for a 
taste of the American South.  
mockingbirdcafe.tumblr.com

FAVOURITE RESTAURANT
Bravas 

My go-to place to eat for its goblets of gin, 
tortilla de patatas and laid-back, intimate vibe. 
bravas.co.uk

FAVOURITE MARKET
Saturday flea market
With a good mix of stalls selling knick-
knacks, this is always worth a browse, as is 
neighbouring covered market St Nick's.
bristolfleamarket.co.uk

FAVOURITE WAY TO  
SPEND AN HOUR
Clifton Observatory 

Sliding down the slippery rock near the Clifton 
Observatory, made shiny through years of use!
cliftonobservatory.com

PLACE TO SEE BY NIGHT
The Harbourside
Wandering by the water on a summer's night 
is a picturesque way to get to know Bristol.
harboursidealive.co.uk

DON'T MISS
Clifton Suspension Bridge 
You can’t really visit Bristol without taking a 
walk over the Clifton Suspension Bridge, with 
its views up and down the Avon Gorge.
cliftonbridge.org.uk

LOTTIE’S 
PERSONAL TOUR
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